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Abstract

The novel portrays the Jewish struggle in a comprehensive and clear way and deals
with the sad fact that most of the Jews today don't know what the meaning of actually being
Jewishiis. The Finler Question’s answer 1o a certain extent conveys the Jewish message of
postvity, hope and belief in a better future. The vision in which Jews are God-like and non-

Jews must incvitably become either God-lovers or God-haters has the functional utility of
mterpreting anti-Semitism as 8 twisted form of love.  In The Finkler Question, Howard
Jacobson hias dealt with many significant themes like the Jewish identity, self- hatred of Jews,

wmsecurity of ol ege, deathy, friendship, infidelity and the relationship among men as well as

between man and woman in o very effective manner, and they pive the readers food for
thoughut
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Howard Jacobison s a Winish author and joumalist. e is best bnown for wiiting
comic novels that ofien revolve wound the dilenmas of Brish, Jow nh chwactas Jacobson
has described bamsel a3 “s Jewish Jane Austen” His puotaponists tend 10 be Jewish
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His fiction, particularly in the six novels he has Published since V995, o

chiefly by a discursive and humorous style. Jacobson is a writer very conscious of bis Yewen

background and heritage. Recurring subjects in his work include male-female relations and

the Jewish experience in Britain in the mid-to-late 20th century. He is compared to promimen

Jewish American novelists such as Philip Roth in particular for his habit of creatin
doppelgangers of himself in his fiction.

In October 2010 Jacobson wins the Man Booker Prize for his novel, The Finkle
Question, which is the first comic novel to win the prize since Kingsley Amis’s The OL

Devils in 1986. The book, published by Bloomsbury, explores what it means to be Jewish
today and is also about “love, loss and male

friendship™. Jacobson at the age of 68 s the
oldest winner since William Golding in 1980.

In The Finkler Question Howard Jacobson has portrayed the life of three fricnds
Julian Treslov

¢, Samuel Finkler and Libor Seveik. In the novel the life of each of the

character is portrayed and how they suffer is shown vividly. The very title of the novel The
Finkler Question deals with the Jewish question — \Wha

t It means to be a Jew wn the Qs
century? As recorded in Amazon.com, “Jacobson's prose is effortk
be, hcnrll\rc;\king where it counts-and the )

being overdone™,

SS-witty when it peeds to
ewish question becomes a metaphor without ever

The plot of the novel centres around Julian Treslove who is a former BRC producer
tumned celebrity, a textbook Romantic who longs for an Ophelia, a lover who will die young
and beautiful, so that he can moum her. His fantasy of happiness is Kissing the cold deat bps
a Last goodbye that would leave him inconsolable forever. Julian Treskonve s a chilihood
friend of Sam Finkler, Fiokler is the first Jew Treslove ever met, and he has called alt Jews
Finklers. Finkler grows up 1o become a successful pop phibisopher

Finkler is an nconstant, distracted hushand,

hits with Jewish misteess or pliying online poke
mutual teac

sostill a poar father, and spendy his
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Treshve and Finkker are also boked by a

her from then childhood, now recently widawed and bereift, pamad hor Sevel |

a Czech who has becone, of all things, a celebuity prurnalist With this tre

men at the centre of the story, the plat of The Fink ey Question takes shape
Whenever the

o bst mourming

e get Wogather, Seveik and Finkler debate the state of |
Seveih always pronources it “hansel” Tieshwve

other hand, refuses 1o Ponowce the wond at all ¢

sracl
analyses his pronunciation Fukkr, on the

alling the country Palestine. As Treshwe s
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